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Latest Edition

let s learn japanese 64 basic japanese words and mastering the basics of the Japanese
language can open up a world of cultural, travel, and communication opportunities. Whether you're
planning a trip to Japan, interested in anime and manga, or looking to add a new language to your
skillset, learning fundamental Japanese words is a great starting point. In this article, we will explore
64 essential Japanese words that form the foundation of everyday conversation, along with helpful
tips on pronunciation and usage to ensure you can start speaking with confidence.

Introduction to Basic Japanese Vocabulary

Learning a new language begins with building a core vocabulary. Japanese, with its three writing
systems?Hiragana, Katakana, and Kanji?may seem daunting at first, but focusing on common
words used in daily life makes the process manageable and enjoyable. These 64 words are selected
to cover various categories such as greetings, numbers, common verbs, question words, and
essential nouns.

Common Greetings and Expressions

Greetings and polite expressions are vital for making a good impression and engaging in basic
conversations.

Japanese Words for Greetings

- ????? (Konnichiwa) ? Hello / Good afternoon
- ????????? (Ohayou gozaimasu) ? Good morning
- ????? (Konbanwa) ? Good evening
- ????? (Sayounara) ? Goodbye
- ?????????? (Arigatou gozaimasu) ? Thank you (polite)

Polite Phrases

- ?? (Hai) ? Yes
- ??? (Iie) ? No
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- ????? (Sumimasen) ? Excuse me / Sorry
- ??????? (Onegaishimasu) ? Please
- ??? (Douzo) ? Here you go / Please go ahead

Numbers in Japanese

Numbers are fundamental for shopping, telling time, and understanding quantities.

Basic Numbers (1-10)

- ? (Ichi) ? One
- ? (Ni) ? Two
- ? (San) ? Three
- ? (Shi / Yon) ? Four
- ? (Go) ? Five
- ? (Roku) ? Six
- ? (Shichi / Nana) ? Seven
- ? (Hachi) ? Eight
- ? (Kyuu / Ku) ? Nine
- ? (Juu) ? Ten

Numbers Beyond Ten

- ?? (Juuichi) ? Eleven
- ?? (Juunii) ? Twelve
- ?? (Nijuu) ? Twenty
- ? (Hyaku) ? Hundred
- ? (Sen) ? Thousand

Essential Verbs for Daily Use

Knowing common verbs allows you to form simple sentences and express actions.

- ?? (Suru) ? To do
- ?? (Iku) ? To go
- ?? (Kuru) ? To come
- ??? (Taberu) ? To eat
- ?? (Nomu) ? To drink
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- ?? (Miru) ? To see / to look
- ?? (Kiku) ? To listen / to ask
- ?? (Hanasu) ? To speak / to talk
- ?? (Kau) ? To buy
- ?? (Matsu) ? To wait

Common Question Words

Question words help in forming inquiries and gaining information.

- ? (Nani) ? What
- ? (Dare) ? Who
- ?? (Doko) ? Where
- ?? (Itsu) ? When
- ?? (Naze) ? Why
- ????? (Dou yatte) ? How

Important Nouns for Everyday Life

Building your vocabulary with common nouns will help you describe people, places, and things.

- ? (Hito) ? Person
- ?? (Basho) ? Place
- ? (Mono) ? Thing
- ?? (Jikan) ? Time
- ?? (Basho) ? Location
- ?? (Gakkou) ? School
- ? (Mise) ? Shop / Store
- ? (Kuruma) ? Car
- ? (Ie) ? House / Home
- ??? (Tabemono) ? Food

Days of the Week and Basic Time Expressions

Understanding days and times helps in scheduling and planning.

- ??? (Getsuyoubi) ? Monday
- ??? (Kayoubi) ? Tuesday
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- ??? (Suiyoubi) ? Wednesday
- ??? (Mokuyoubi) ? Thursday
- ??? (Kinyoubi) ? Friday
- ??? (Doyoubi) ? Saturday
- ??? (Nichiyoubi) ? Sunday

Useful Adjectives and Descriptive Words

Adding adjectives enhances your ability to describe objects and people.

- ??? (Ookii) ? Big
- ??? (Chiisai) ? Small
- ?? (Yoi) ? Good
- ?? (Warui) ? Bad
- ??? (Atarashii) ? New
- ?? (Furui) ? Old
- ???? (Oishii) ? Delicious
- ?? (Hayai) ? Fast
- ?? (Osoi) ? Slow / Late

Tips for Learning Japanese Words Effectively

Mastering 64 words is a solid start, but consistency and practice are key. Here are some tips:

1. Use Flashcards

Create flashcards with the Japanese word on one side and the English translation on the other.
Review regularly to reinforce memory.

2. Practice Pronunciation

Listen to native speakers via language apps or online videos. Repeat aloud to improve
pronunciation and intonation.

3. Incorporate Words into Sentences

Practice making simple sentences with the words you learn to understand their usage context.

4. Engage with Media
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Watch Japanese movies, anime, or listen to music to familiarize yourself with authentic
pronunciation and usage.

5. Use Language Apps

Apps like Duolingo, Memrise, or Anki can help reinforce your vocabulary with interactive exercises.

Sample Basic Japanese Sentences

Putting words into context helps solidify learning.

- ????????[Your Name]??? (Konnichiwa, watashi wa [Your Name] desu.) ? Hello, I am [Your
Name].

- ???????? (Kore wa nan desu ka?) ? What is this?
- ?????????? (Watashi wa gakkou e ikimasu.) ? I go to school.
- ????????? (Anata wa dare desu ka?) ? Who are you?
- ??????????? (Watashi wa ringo o tabemasu.) ? I eat an apple.

Conclusion

Learning 64 basic Japanese words provides a strong foundation for further study and practical
communication. Focus on pronunciation, context, and regular practice to make your learning journey
enjoyable and effective. Remember, language mastery is a gradual process, so be patient and
persistent. With these essential words and tips, you're well on your way to speaking Japanese
confidently and engaging with Japanese culture more
 
Let?s Learn Japanese: 64 Basic Japanese Words and Essentials for Beginners

Learning a new language can be an exciting journey, especially one as rich and culturally significant
as Japanese. Whether you're preparing for a trip, interested in anime, manga, or Japanese culture,
or simply eager to expand your linguistic skills, starting with the basics is essential. In this
comprehensive guide, we?ll explore 64 fundamental Japanese words and phrases that serve as the
foundation for your language learning adventure. We?ll also delve into pronunciation, usage, and
tips to help you confidently incorporate these words into everyday conversations.

Introduction to Basic Japanese Vocabulary

Before diving into the list of words, it?s important to understand the structure of the Japanese
language and some key concepts:
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- Japanese uses three writing scripts: Hiragana, Katakana, and Kanji.
- Pronunciation is relatively straightforward, with each syllable pronounced distinctly.
- Context matters?many words change meaning based on the situation and tone.
- Politeness levels influence word choice; ?desu? and ?masu? forms are common in polite

speech.

Starting with basic words helps build your confidence and lays the groundwork for more advanced
learning.

Core Japanese Words for Daily Use

Below are the essential 64 words, categorized for easier memorization and understanding. We?ll
include pronunciation tips, meanings, and example sentences where appropriate.

1. Greetings and Common Phrases

- Konnichiwa (?????) ? Hello / Good afternoon

Usage: A common greeting during daytime.

- Ohay? gozaimasu (?????????) ? Good morning

Usage: Formal morning greeting.

- Konbanwa (?????) ? Good evening

Usage: Used in the evening.

- Sayonara (?????) ? Goodbye

Usage: Formal farewell; can imply a long-term parting.

- Arigat? gozaimasu (??????????) ? Thank you very much

Usage: Polite expression of gratitude.
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- Sumimasen (?????) ? Excuse me / Sorry

Usage: To apologize or get someone?s attention.

- Hai (??) ? Yes

Usage: Affirmative response.

- Iie (???) ? No

Usage: Negative response.

- Onegaishimasu (??????) ? Please

Usage: Polite request.

- O-negai shimasu (??????) ? Please (more formal)

Usage: When requesting a favor or service.

2. Basic Nouns

- Nihon (??) ? Japan

Usage: Refers to the country.

- Watashi (?) ? I / me (formal, neutral)

Usage: Self-reference.

- Anata (???) ? You

Usage: Common, but can be considered slightly impolite if overused.
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- Hon (?) ? Book / origin

Usage: Often used in contexts related to reading or origins.

- Eki (?) ? Station

Usage: Refers to train or bus stations.

- Gakk? (??) ? School

Usage: Educational institution.

- K?h? (????) ? Coffee

Usage: Borrowed word from English.

- Mizu (?) ? Water

Usage: Essential for daily hydration.

- Tabemono (???) ? Food

Usage: General term for food.

- Nomimono (???) ? Drink / beverage

Usage: Anything to drink.

3. Numbers (0-10)

- Ichi (?) ? One
- Ni (?) ? Two
- San (?) ? Three
- Shi / Yon (?) ? Four
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- Go (?) ? Five
- Roku (?) ? Six
- Shichi / Nana (?) ? Seven
- Hachi (?) ? Eight
- Ky? / Ku (?) ? Nine
- J? (?) ? Ten

Tip: Japanese numbers are fundamental for counting, telling time, and shopping.

4. Family and People

- Kazoku (??) ? Family
- Ot?san (????) ? Father
- Ok?san (????) ? Mother
- Rokon (?) ? Younger brother
- Im?to (?) ? Younger sister
- An? (?) ? Older brother
- Ane (?) ? Older sister
- Tomodachi (??) ? Friend
- Sensei (??) ? Teacher / Master
- Kaishain (???) ? Company employee

5. Essential Verbs

- Taberu (???) ? To eat
- Nomu (??) ? To drink
- Kiku (??) ? To listen / to ask
- Miru (??) ? To see / to look
- Ikiru (???) ? To live
- Aru (??) ? To exist (inanimate)
- Iru (??) ? To exist (animate) / to be
- Sur? (??) ? To do
- Kuru (??) ? To come
- Suru (??) ? To do (often used with nouns to form verbs)

6. Essential Adjectives

- ? (??) ? Good
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- Warui (??) ? Bad / Evil
- Takai (??) ? Tall / Expensive
- Yasui (??) ? Cheap / Affordable
- ?kii (???) ? Big / Large
- Ch?sai (???) ? Small
- Atsui (??) ? Hot (weather)
- Samui (??) ? Cold (weather)
- Kawaii (????) ? Cute
- Utsukushii (???) ? Beautiful

7. Time and Date

- Jikan (??) ? Time
- Hi (?) ? Day / Sun
- Getsuy?bi (???) ? Monday
- J?nigatsu (???) ? December

How to Use These Words Effectively

Practice Regularly

- Flashcards: Create flashcards with the Japanese word on one side and the meaning on the
other.

- Repetition: Repetition helps engrain pronunciation and memory.
- Use in context: Practice forming simple sentences with these words.

Incorporate into Daily Life

- Greet yourself in Japanese every morning.
- Label household items with their Japanese names.
- Practice counting objects around you.

Engage with Media

- Watch Japanese TV shows, anime, or movies focusing on familiar vocabulary.
- Listen to Japanese music or podcasts to hear pronunciation and intonation.
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Use Language Apps

- Apps like Duolingo, Memrise, or Anki can reinforce these words through interactive exercises.

Additional Tips for Beginners

- Focus on pronunciation: Japanese pronunciation is phonetic, so practice listening and
repeating.

- Learn Hiragana and Katakana: These scripts are essential for reading and writing basic
Japanese words.

- Understand context: Many words have multiple meanings; context clarifies usage.
- Be patient: Language learning is gradual. Celebrate small victories.

Conclusion: Your First Step Toward Fluency

Starting with 64 basic Japanese words provides a solid foundation for your language learning
journey. These words cover everyday essentials?greetings, numbers, family, and common
verbs?that will enable you to navigate simple conversations and deepen your understanding of
Japanese culture. Remember, consistency and practice are key. Incorporate these words into your
daily routine, engage with native speakers when possible, and gradually expand your vocabulary.
As you build confidence with these basics, you'll find yourself progressing toward more complex
vocabulary, grammar, and fluency.

Embark on this linguistic adventure with enthusiasm, and soon you'll find yourself communicating in
Japanese with greater ease and confidence. Happy learning!
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the main focus of 'Let's Learn Japanese 64 Basic Japanese Words
and'? The focus is on teaching learners 64 essential Japanese words to build a foundational
vocabulary for everyday communication. How can learning these 64 basic Japanese words benefit
beginners? Learning these words helps beginners understand common phrases, improve
pronunciation, and gain confidence in basic conversations. Are the 64 words suitable for complete
beginners to Japanese? Yes, these words are selected to be simple and fundamental, making them
ideal for those just starting to learn Japanese. Does the course include pronunciation guides for
these words? Yes, most learning resources for 'Let's Learn Japanese' include pronunciation tips and
audio to help learners pronounce words correctly. Can these 64 words help in real-life situations in
Japan? Absolutely, many of these basic words are commonly used in daily interactions, shopping,
directions, and greetings. Is there a recommended way to memorize these 64 Japanese words
effectively? Using flashcards, repetition, and practice in real conversations can help reinforce
memory and improve retention of these words. Are there additional resources to complement
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learning these 64 words? Yes, supplementary materials like apps, videos, and language exchange
partners can enhance understanding and practical usage of these words. 
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